
ApacheTrail- Arnona's Desert Gem

Tounis l'8ve bem hveline
alone the Apache TEil since
rhe road was opened I l0 years
ago, and lhcy continuc io enjoy
one darheno$bo.utiful dsed
highwoys in America. The
Aprche TBil roday Drovides
,115 nilcs olpure adventure,
$enic visbs. hisrory and lorc.
Winding throqh ih. SuDesri-
tion Mounhinsi ihis clo$ic
rud povidcs some oflhe mon
beauiitul. scdic views in cer-

ft winds up ond down seep
desn mounrdns. lake sho6,
codcd canyors, aDd old hin-
ing rowns. In addirion to sim
ply enjoyin8 rhe beoutitul
senery, nany ftveleF ch@ss
ro srop and explore the various
hislo c rcasures slong rhe
{!y. You can vkir Goldfield
Ghon Town, ao hiking in The
Lon Durchn.n srare Park.
lishing it Canyon Lake, gei
lunch and shop d rhe o1d rv*t
Shon bM of Tonira FIa!,
travel up o! 'lown Fish Creek
Hill, visir rhe $onic dvfllooks,
visit Rooseveli Dam snd visir
o1he. inieren'ng siChts along

TI1c Aprchc Tmil, origiMlly
known as rho MoM-Roosevelr
Road and Ioday bnnded State
Ronre 83. Ms cosrncred a i
supply rcure by rhe Salt River
vaney water use6 oi€ania-
lion! lhe p8ureor ro salr River
PBjsr, ro focilirarc connnc
tion of Roosovch D.fr. Con
nruclion of rhe approrinately
60 mile long 6id be8an in
1903 and *as opened for usc

on April 2,1, 1905. Con$ruc-
tion ofRoosevelr Dan begm
in 1906 ind Ms comptcred ud
dedicated by fomer presidenr
Theodorc Roo*veli. Sone
tme afler l9l5 thc tuad bc-
mme known as ihe Aplche

Historians gcncnllJ, agrce
the ongin of rhe ndde Apache
TBil" \eas coined by an enrer
priing young m.n named E.E.
wason, *ho *o ed d a mil,
road aeent for rho Soudem Pa-
cinc. Wason was lrying to
pronore rl'e Sourhcn Pacific,s
''suser Linned as n ma'lc i6
vay rhroqh Arizona. The
Soulhm Pacific ofloed a si'lc
biD for ils rnnsconrinenEl ps
scngds over rhe Apache Tnit,
originating in Clobe {vesr-
bound pa$ensen) d pho.nix
(eanboud paseiges). Sourh-
en Pacifrc had the limchhc on
rhe Aprche Trail ss o special
side tip fof n\en pdsenleB ai
thc advefrhed Sl0; rho wes-
bound bip rook 3 hou6 and 40
minutes, shile rho eanbound
rrip rook 3 hou6 md 15 nin-
ntes, wilh rine allowed for a
lunch iop at $eApache fodgc
nedr Fish Cicck Hill. Thcse
horor excuis'dns alone rhe
Aprchc Tnil vere vcry suc
ce$tuluntil l927,shcnapoF
rion oa the rod was fldoded
wnh fie *arcs ot Apadrc
Lake Althotrgh exrEmely
upser by rhe Dftia1 uooding of
the oad, lhe Southen Pacific
continucd ro provide thc bun
rin\ baE* to tunston bunsb
srcund the closed salion ofrlE
Md Resular rehhular ravel
ro the Phoenix m.rbpoliran
are. was noi offeded by drc

lu Biht cedl ar'ptuarztt,t 4f ol te tu& trtit, ani,' n64id
,,^q tua,qE,rrd atu | r6h q Kidt.b-, pb,ar;pL!)

closure. sircc thc nEw highway
(Us 60) was conpletcd in
1922. The Sourhcm tdcinc
Railrcad $opped a&enising
rhc Apache Tmil $ a sidc a!
taction inthe lare I93&, and
by eady 19,12 rhc Sourhem ps,
cific Railrcad suspcnded oll
civilisn trovcl and urilized the
ni]rcld for rhe war eFon. Thh
ycor, 2015. repres.nB rhe
I loth y6rofserice lar rhis
rnrque moronng expd'ence
and the r00tl annive^a.y of
rhe mad\ famols .ame. The
Apache Tnil was dediclrc,l s
Anzona\ nst nish c high

My on feb.25,1937, ar L.e
DurchDm Sr.re put otong rhe

apachs Tnil is a bcruriful
vry ro cxpedence the majesric
anzona dsen, and wirh so
nony places ro slop alonB rhe
way, there s somerhing ro do

To r@m m@ aboui rrre inbr
*ring lore and hinory of rhe
Ap@hc T€il, inclnding evenl
hishnc photosDphs, a b6k on
rhc subjet is alailable in s*El
l@al businssd d can be or
dered fom btp://powF
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